Nonoperative management of non-small cell lung cancer: the current cancer and leukemia group B experience.
The Cancer and Leukemia Group B (CALGB) is studying nonoperative management in two subgroups of patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer. In patients with regional disease, primarily those with bulky N2 or T4 disease or those with contralateral mediastinal involvement (N3), a phase III trial is under way to explore concurrent carboplatin as intensification of local therapy and additional systemic treatment. This builds on prior CALGB work demonstrating the benefits of induction chemotherapy prior to radiation for selected patients with stage III disease. For patients with still more advanced disease, a trial evaluating efficacy and cost of two supportive care modalities during intensive chemotherapy is about to begin accrual. Following its completion, the CALGB plans to evaluate new chemotherapy combinations based on one or more of the exciting new agents now being tested for the nonoperative management of non-small cell lung cancer.